
March 15, 2022 

The Second Regular March meeting of the Danville City Council was held on March 15, 2022, at 
7:00 p.m. in the Council Chambers located on the Fourth Floor of the Municipal Building.  The 
following Council Members were present: James B. Buckner, L.G. “Larry” Campbell Jr., Bryant 
Hood, Mayor Alonzo L. Jones, Barry Mayo, Dr. Gary P. Miller, Sherman M. Saunders, J. Lee 
Vogler, Jr., and Madison J.R. Whittle (9).   
 
Staff Members present were:  City Manager Ken F. Larking, Deputy City Manager Earl B. 
Reynolds, Jr., City Attorney W. Clarke Whitfield Jr., and City Clerk Susan M. DeMasi.  
 
Mayor Jones presided. 
 
INVOCATION AND PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
  
The Invocation was given by J. Lee Vogler, Jr., followed by the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag. 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS AND SPECIAL PRESENTATIONS 
 
Proclamation:  Peyton Sellers’ Day 
Presented to:   Peyton Sellers 
 
Mr. Sellers thanked Council for the recognition and stated how much this meant to him and his 
family.  He was proud to call Danville his home, and recognized Council for their outstanding 
leadership in making Danville a wonderful place to live.  Mr. Sellers noted his gratitude for having 
the ability to do what he loves as his livelihood.  Council was reminded about the Peyton Sellers 
event being held on Thursday, March 17 at 12:00pm.  All were invited to come out and celebrate 
Peyton Sellers’ Day.  Mayor Jones and Council Members thanked Mr. Sellers and his family for 
coming to the Council Meeting tonight. 
 
COMMUNICATIONS FROM VISITORS 
 
Mayor Jones recognized Delores and Ralph Rhyme, 273 Mill Creek Lane, Chatham, who wanted 
to make City Council aware of their nonprofit program God’s Final Call and Warning.  They 
distribute food, clothing, necessities, toys, and school supplies in Danville, South Boston, 
Clarksville, Eden and Martinsville.  They were having an event on March 27th, asked Council to 
attend, and handed out flyers about the event.  Mr. Rhyme also asked Council for assistance in 
using a billboard near their home that was currently unused.  The Mayor and Council thanked 
them for the work they do in the community.  City Attorney Clarke Whitfield referred them to Zoning 
in Community Development for assistance in procuring the billboard for nonprofit use.     
 
CONSENT AGENDA 
 
Council Member Whittle moved for adoption of the following Consent Agenda items: 
 
Minutes from the Regular Council Meeting held on February 15, 2022, and Minutes from the 
Regular Work Session held on February 15, 2022.  Draft copies of the minutes had been 
distributed prior to the meeting. 
 
Budget Amendment – Amending the Fiscal Year 2022 Budget Appropriation Ordinance for State 
Aviation Capital Grant Funding 
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Ordinance No. 2022-03.05, presented by its First Reading on March 1, 2022, Amending the Fiscal 
Year 2022 Budget Appropriation Ordinance to Provide for Additional State Aviation Funding for 
the Purpose of Overall Airport Improvements in the Amount of $114,767 plus the Local Share in 
the Amount of $96,888 to be Provided through the Fiscal Year 2022 Issuance of Bonds for Capital 
and Special Projects and Appropriating Same. 
 
The Motion was seconded by Council Member Campbell and carried by the following vote: 
 
VOTE:  9-0 
AYE:  Buckner, Campbell, Hood, Jones, Mayo,  
  Miller, Saunders, Vogler and Whittle (9) 
NAY:               None 
 
APPOINTMENTS 
 
Vice Mayor Miller made the following Appointment recommendations: 
 
To Appoint Tommy Bennett to the Planning Commission Board and to appoint Edgar Love to the 
Employee Retirement System Board.  This will be added to the next Business Agenda. 
 
NEW BUSINESS 
 
REVIEW OF GENERAL FUND FINANCIALS AS OF FEBRUARY 28, 2022 
 
Director of Finance Michael Adkins stated 67% of the fiscal year was complete.  Revenues were 
at approximately $69.3M and 60% of budget; last year at this time they were at 58% of budget, 
an increase of $4.5M over last year.  Increases were being seen in two areas, general property 
taxes and local consumer taxes.  In general property taxes, real estate was $365,000 over last 
year and personal property tax was about $744,000 over last year.  A portion of this came from 
shared revenue with the County, with companies like Morgan Olson; the City had new revenue 
coming in that it did not have last year.  On the local consumer driven taxes, the main three, 
meals, sales, and lodging were all doing very well.  Sales were at 73% of budget and $600,000 
more than last year; sales tax was received in monthly installments from the state two months 
after the retail sales take place.  In February, the City received sales tax related to the December 
retail activity and that was a particularly high month for retail shopping; the City received 
$1,165,000 for one month, which was a record for the City, the highest amount they have ever 
received in one month for sales tax.  Meals tax continues to do very well at 77% of budget, roughly 
$1M over where it was last February.  Lodging taxes have also rebounded at 89% of budget, 
about $400,000 more than last year.  Business licenses were paid during the month of March, 
some do opt to pay quarterly, and as of March 15 the City was at 96% of budget; the budget for 
business licenses was about $5.5M and he expected to exceed budget by June.   
 
State and federal revenues were on track according to expenditures, with no concerns there.  A 
decrease may be seen compared to last year in noncategorical aid from the state, a portion of 
that was funding for the Welcome Center.  The City receives $100,000 from the State each year 
to help operate the Welcome Center, it usually comes in between February and May; it came in 
February last year and it should be here by the first of April.  That timing difference created the 
decrease from last year; other than that, the revenues looked very good.  On the Expenditure 
side, they were at $78M, a little less than 63% of budget, and a little behind the two-thirds mark 
which was good.  Departmental expenditures were at 60% of budget which was a good place to 
be.  The City should finish this year’s budget under where they had originally planned as far as 
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expenditures.  Mr. Adkins noted he had no concerns at this time.  Council had no questions, and 
Mayor Jones thanked Mr. Adkins for a great report. 
 
CONSIDERATION OF THE ISSUANCE OF GENERAL OBLIGATION SCHOOL BONDS FOR 
DANVILLE PUBLIC SCHOOLS. 
 
Council Member Campbell moved for adoption of a Resolution entitled: 
 

RESOLUTION NO. 2022-03.05 
 
A RESOLUTION PROVIDING FOR THE ISSUANCE, SALE AND AWARD BY THE CITY OF 
DANVILLE, VIRGINIA, OF ITS GENERAL OBLIGATION SCHOOL BONDS, SERIES 2022, IN 
THE MAXIMUM AGGREGATE PRINCIPAL AMOUNT OF $141,000,000 AND PROVIDING FOR 
THE FORM, DETAILS AND PAYMENT THEREOF. 
 
The Motion was seconded by Council Member Mayo and carried by the following vote:  
 
VOTE:  9-0 
AYE:  Buckner, Campbell, Hood, Jones, Mayo,  

Miller, Saunders, Vogler and Whittle (9) 
NAY:               None  
 
CONSIDERATION OF APPROVING A MORAL OBLIGATION WITH AMERICAN NATIONAL 
BANK AND TRUST COMPANY 
 
Council Member Buckner moved for adoption of a Resolution entitled: 
 

RESOLUTION NO. 2022-03.06 
 
A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING AND APPROVING EXECUTION OF A MORAL OBLIGATION 
AGREEMENT BY AND BETWEEN THE CITY OF DANVILLE, VIRGINIA AND AMERICAN 
NATIONAL BANK AND TRUST COMPANY, A VIRGINIA BANKING CORPORATION. 
 
The Motion was seconded by Council Member Mayo and carried by the following vote:  
 
VOTE:  9-0 
AYE:  Buckner, Campbell, Hood, Jones, Mayo,  

Miller, Saunders, Vogler and Whittle (9) 
NAY:               None  
 
CONSIDERATION OF RENAMING STONEWALL RECREATION CENTER TO CAMP GROVE 
RECREATIONAL CENTER 
 
Vice Mayor Miller moved for adoption of a Resolution entitled: 
 

RESOLUTION NO. 2022-03.07 
 
A RESOLUTION RENAMING THE STONEWALL RECREATION CENTER TO THE “CAMP 
GROVE RECREATIONAL CENTER.” 
 
The Motion was seconded by Council Member Buckner. 



March 15, 2022 

Vice Mayor Miller recognized Tommy Bennett who deserved credit for this taking place and that 
the residents of Camp Grove wanted this name change.  Council Member Vogler stated the 
residents asked for this change several years ago since that neighborhood mainly uses the 
facility.  City Attorney Clarke Whitfield reminded Council that if this was passed, they will see 
another ordinance for the voting center name change.  
 
The Motion was carried by the following vote:  
 
VOTE:  9-0 
AYE:  Buckner, Campbell, Hood, Jones, Mayo,  

Miller, Saunders, Vogler and Whittle (9) 
NAY:               None  
 
CONSIDERATION OF AMENDING THE FISCAL YEAR 2022 BUDGET APPROPRIATION 
ORDINANCE FOR A GRANT FROM THE VIRGINIA DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH 
 
Upon Motion by Council Member Buckner and second by Council Member Whittle an Ordinance 
entitled: 
 

ORDINANCE NO. 2022-03.06 
 
AN ORDINANCE AMENDING THE FISCAL YEAR 2022 BUDGET APPROPRIATION 
ORDINANCE TO PROVIDE FOR A GRANT FROM THE VIRGINIA DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH 
IN AN AMOUNT OF $7,780 AND A LOCAL SHARE IN THE AMOUNT OF $7,780 FOR EMS 
EQUIPMENT AND TRAILER THE SWIFT WATER TEAM FOR A TOTAL APPROPRIATION IN 
THE AMOUNT OF $15,560, AND APPROPRIATING SAME. 
 
was presented by its First Reading, as required by City Charter, to lie over before final adoption. 
 
CONSIDERATION OF AMENDING THE FISCAL YEAR 2022 BUDGET APPROPRIATION 
ORDINANCE FOR PUBLIC SAFETY TECHNOLOGY MODERNIZATION 
 
Upon Motion by Council Member Vogler and second by Council Member Mayo an Ordinance 
entitled: 
 

ORDINANCE NO. 2022-03.07 
 
AN ORDINANCE AMENDING THE FISCAL YEAR 2022 BUDGET APPROPRIATION 
ORDINANCE BY INCREASING REVENUES FROM VARIOUS TAXES TO PURCHASE PUBLIC 
SAFETY MODERNIZATION SOFTWARE AND HARDWARE AN APPROPRIATION IN THE 
AMOUNT OF $1,500,000 AND APPROPRIATING THE SAME. 
 
was presented by its First Reading, as required by City Charter, to lie over before final adoption. 
 
PRESENTATION OF THE CITY MANAGER’S PROPOSED FISCAL YEAR 2023 BUDGET 
 
City Manager, Ken Larking, reviewed the budget process and deadlines, and stated that a link to 
this budget will be available online for the public to view.  Mr. Larking explained the purpose of 
tonight’s presentation was to give Council a high-level overview of the budget, touching on some 
things that were themes for this year’s budget going forward.   
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Mr. Larking noted there were no major tax increases included in this budget that were generally 
applicable to the general public.  The Airport Commission has recommended an aircraft tax 
increase; the tax was currently extremely low at .30 cents, and the recommendation was $0.69, 
well in line with other jurisdictions.  There were also increased fees for hangar rentals, to bring 
them more in line with nearby jurisdictions.  The City does not currently have a fee for the Maker 
Space at the Library, and the new Maker Space fee will be $25.00 per hour for rental of that 
space.  There were no proposed Utility rate or fee changes; their budget was forwarded to City 
Council as approved by the Utility Commission.  Every two years a biennial rate study was 
conducted, and this was the year that a study was not conducted.  In the upcoming months they 
will begin the process to examine what the rates should be in order to provide services. 
 
Mr. Larking explained in General Fund Highlights, the recommended budget was $122,537,580, 
which included major revenue increases of $340,000 in real estate taxes, $1,273,580 in personal 
property taxes, $846,170 in additional sales taxes, $1,028,680 in meal taxes, and $513,450 in 
hotel taxes.  These increases point to the success of investments made in the community and 
Danville’s economy doing so well.  Some of the expenditures include significant focus on efforts 
to invest in the success of the young people, which was the theme of this budget. Also, the City 
pro-actively changed the pay scale for the police department; it has produced results that were 
beneficial to the City.  The City plans to do that throughout the rest of the organization through 
increases to meet the State minimum wage requirements.  There will be rising personnel costs to 
continue funding for pay-for-performance increases and compression caused by State minimum 
wage increases.   
 
Under Utility Fund Highlights, the recommended budget was $164M, a decrease of $3.5M over 
the current year; this includes no changes in rates or fees.  This budget includes funds to improve 
reliability of the electrical system to include right-of-way clearance and continued implementation 
of substation upgrade plans. 
 
Mr. Larking noted the theme of the budget was investing in the success of the youth, and City 
Council identified priority areas of education, economic development and public safety.  
Regarding investing in the success of the youth, Parks and Recreation was strengthening their 
partnership with Danville Public Schools to implement a robust youth athletic program.  He met 
with Dr. Hairston and staff to discuss how they can better partner with youth athletics and using 
their facilities together in a more efficient way.  Staff was looking at ways to improve athletics, 
including a new position to assist in building and sustaining youth athletics, and upgrades to two 
part-time positions to full-time positions to support athletics and programming, and expansion of 
the Gang Prevention Program to better serve at-risk youth.   
 
With respect to Education, additional state funding was expected, and Council received a copy of 
the current draft of the school budget that Dr. Hairston provided today. There will be an opportunity 
for City Council to adopt the School Budget and that will be in a few meetings from now.  What 
he has heard from Dr. Hairston was that they were not asking for any more money this year.  They 
have been leveraging their Federal dollars from the CARES Act and American Rescue Plan Act 
to implement processes that responded to the pandemic and enabled them to do things without 
asking for more local money.  Their budget will include a 5% pay increase, $2M in support of 
routine capital costs, and the implementation of 1% Local Options Sales tax for school 
construction and renovation.  There were other schools in need of repair and maintenance and 
the $2M will go toward helping to maintain those schools. 
 
Mr. Larking noted Economic opportunity efforts have proved successful in the area.  The award-
winning River District, where the City has invested $50M in public funds has produced $252M in 
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private investment.  People will see new apartments, retail, restaurants, entertainment, 
professional office space, and open spaces.  The City was recognized for Industrial Recruitment; 
Site Selection Magazine ranked Danville in the top ten micropolitan areas in the United States.  
There has been over $1 billion in capital investment and nearly 4,000 new jobs in the region since 
2018; Mr. Larking stated he believed they were also reversing population decline. Property values 
and demand for housing have gone up as well as demand for apartments which were all good 
signs of the effort put forth by City Councils in the past to invest in the future.   This budget includes 
new  and continued investments in Economic opportunity to continue the work in the River District 
redevelopment; there were still empty buildings that needed to be filled.  The City wants to 
continue their industrial recruitment, site development, commercial revitalization, incentive 
programs.  The Economic Development department will be, and has been, focusing on making 
sure that Danville supports minority and women owned businesses so that everyone, no matter 
who they were in the community, had an opportunity to participate in Danville’s success.   
 
With regard to tourism development, in about a year and a half, Danville will have the start of two 
million visitors per day coming to Danville to visit the casino resort.  While they were here, they 
may spend a day or two, or maybe longer, and staff wants them to see what else was happening.  
Danville has a lot to celebrate, with a lot of tourism assets.  Last year, Council decided to start a 
Tourism Program and staff wants to continue that effort with an enhanced tourism program.  They 
were doing what was necessary to make sure people who visit the community in about eighteen 
months, know there was more to see in Danville.  Enhanced promotion and an enhanced welcome 
center were part of the budget recommendation.   
 
Mr. Larking noted Public safety efforts have produced results.  Looking at the past three years 
and compared to the three years prior to when Council and the City were focused on community 
engagement through policing, and the prevention and intervention efforts through the Gang 
Prevention Program, Danville reduced violent crime by 50%.  Crime rates were falling in Danville 
and will continue to fall because Danville was focused on suppression, intervention and 
prevention.   Mr. Larking noted they expect in April that the Police Department will have CALEA 
accreditation on top of their other accreditations; they were very proud of the efforts of the Police 
Department.  Project Imagine has received multiple accolades over the years since they began 
and their efforts continue; Mr. David was often asked to be a speaker at national events, to talk 
about what was being done in Danville and how it was making a difference.  There was new 
equipment for new Police Headquarters, additional closed circuit television cameras, and new 
police personnel equipment included in the budget.  Every year, the City replaces one of the fire 
trucks, either a fire engine or one of the ladder trucks; this year it was one of the fire engines and 
they have also included in the budget a backup E-911 Dispatch Center which will be located in 
the new police headquarters.   
 
Mr. Larking discussed additional investments that were being made to make Danville HOME.  
Infrastructure funds were included for the Airport South Ramp Rehabilitation; this will support 
aircraft usage and was heavily funded by State and Federal Funds, and site prep for a Corporate 
Hangar was also mostly paid for by grant funds.  They will continue streetscape improvements, 
and as the Police Department vacates City Hall, there will be space where they can bring in the 
Commonwealth Attorney’s office on the first floor.  There will need to be some renovation 
associated with that and moving of other departments in City Hall.  
 
Quality housing has been a focus of City Council for many years and staff wants to continue that 
focus; housing was extremely important when it comes to Economic Development.  The City 
needs to eliminate blight, invest in neighborhood revitalization and make homes more attractive 
to people who were looking to live in the community.  Improving health and quality of life amenities 
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was about Parks & Recreation, with upgrades to the Coates Recreation Center which will add a 
place where people can work on computers and check out books.  There were neighborhood park 
upgrades included in the budget.  The covered bridge, which was currently being remediated from 
its environmental issues using funds from the IDA and grant funds from the state, had funding in 
the budget to do a design to include that into the Riverwalk Trail.  The City wants to continue to 
maintain and expand the Riverwalk Trail; it was a great amenity for the community.  
 
Mayor Jones asked City Attorney Clarke Whitfield to come forward and explain more of Council’s 
responsibilities for school funding.  Mr. Whitfield explained there was a formula that was set, and 
it was different for every locality.  Every locality had a minimum amount of money that they must 
provide to the school board.  One thing that had been discussed was the way that the Virginia 
code allows funding to be done.  The first was the locality had to give the bare minimum amount; 
traditionally Council has given a lump sum.  There was another way that funding can be given to 
the School Board as well.  There were nine categories the Virginia Code lists that have to be 
funded in a School Board budget. Rather than just a lump sum, localities can put money into each 
of those nine categories; that assures that each one of those categories is fully funded.  The 
limiting factor was the School Board had to live within the means of each fund.     
 
Mayor Jones questioned Council if they had any questions for the City Manager or City Attorney 
and suggested to Council that they may consider continuing two on two meetings with the City 
Manager and Dr. Hairston, or additional work sessions.  The  Consensus was to continue meeting 
two at a time with the City Manager.  Mayor Jones thanked the City Manager and City Attorney 
for their presentation.   
 
Council Member Whittle asked regarding the nine categories of school funding if the 1% tax 
increase could be placed into the nine categories.  Mr. Whitfield noted it could not, that 1% was 
going directly to school improvements only.  Council Member Vogler thanked Dr. Hairston for her 
detailed breakdown of the School Board budget, and voiced his support of funding the nine 
categories.  Vice Mayor Miller noted he would need further explanation of the nine categories and 
receive feedback from the Superintendent on how they could make that work before he could 
support funding this way.  Council Member Saunders stated, with growth comes challenges.  They 
do not live in the past, but do review the past to improve the future, and they still have some 
challenges.   Communication was imperative; there was still have more work to do and was glad 
that they were making progress.   
 
Council Member Campbell stated he appreciated the preliminary budget.  Reverend Campbell 
noted he remembered when the Regional Foundation sponsored community leaders to go to 
Kentucky and Tennessee to study the riverbank and would like to present the idea of a port 
authority.  This will supply landowners with marketing and economic development services, and  
will also encourage more economic activities along the riverbank. He would like staff to research 
that and make a presentation, to try to maximize the river.   
 
Council Member Whittle stated with regard to the Airport, he had asked a few years ago if it was 
possible to bring in a small commercial flight; it would be a couple million dollars a year.  He would 
like Council to think about that because within a year it was going to be imperative that the City 
have something like that.  VIR brings in as big planes as they can and was sure the casino will fly 
in the biggest planes they can.  He would like it to be considered that a small regional jet from 
American Airlines be able to fly in twice a day.  Mr. Whittle questioned the $1.5M for the Police 
Department that was approved tonight, was that part of the $1.5M in the budget or separate and 
Mr. Larking stated that the public safety information system that the City uses covers Police, Fire, 
Dispatch, and operations of the record keeping.  The current system was out of date and not 
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being supported.  The City was in need of a new total system replacement that will take a couple 
of years to complete.  The budget amendment that was approved earlier this evening will help 
staff start that process, and they will need funding in future years to complete it.   
 
Council Member Whittle asked the City Manager about the City’s surveillance systems and Mr. 
Larking explained every year for the past few years the City has included additional dollars to 
expand the CCTV program.  It has been extremely helpful in solving crimes, and knows of multiple 
examples where they have used the information from the CCTV system to solve crimes quickly.   
 
Council Member Whittle asked in regard to the school system, the city has budgeted around $22M 
to $25M, was that a baseline, and then there was a couple million more for the continuing 
maintenance on the school buildings that may not be part of the $150M from the 1% sales tax.  
Mr. Larking explained the request for operations was about $22M, and $2M on top of that for 
capital which was flat from the current year.  There was debt service that the City has to pay but 
that has actually gone down.  What the City will be spending on education next fiscal year, if 
approved, will be a little less than what was in the current year.  The 1% local options sales tax, 
because interest rates were actually rising a little, what they hoped would be closer to $140M was 
now looking more like $129M based on estimates.   
 
Council Member Whittle asked in regard to the neighborhood parks, were those parks being 
worked on separately from the riverfront park downtown, and Mr. Larking stated that they were 
separate from the riverfront park.  The City was investing in improving the neighborhoods and 
part of that was upgrading the local parks, making sure they have the best equipment so that 
children can play and enjoy the amenities within walking distance from their home.  Council 
Member Whittle asked about the Optimist League, basketball, baseball, and football, that will be 
the three sports tied in with the education program, and Mr. Larking stated that there will be a 
robust athletics program in partnership with Danville Public Schools, and also with an enhanced 
athletic division in Parks and Recreation; they will be promoting all sports.  The City needs to 
promote, recruit, encourage, and provide kids the opportunity, facilities and equipment to do so.  
They were currently in the process of hiring a new Athletic Director and if the positions were 
approved in the budget, they will have staff to support implementing the program.  Dr. Hairston 
has often spoken of how important athletics was to the success of a young person because it 
provides them with something productive to do after school.   
 
There were no further questions.  
 
COMMUNICATIONS 
 
There were no communications from the City Manager, Deputy City Manager, or City Clerk. 
 
Mr. Whitfield noted that Council had been interested in implementing an open outdoor 
refreshment area.  That would allow someone who ordered an alcoholic beverage at one of the 
ABC retailers in the River District restaurants to be able to take that drink with them.  There were 
very specific guidelines stating that the alcoholic beverage could only be bought from an ABC 
retailer, and they could only be taken on property that private property owners would allow.  Within 
the River District there were City and school board property where this will not be allowed.  It was 
something that a lot of communities were starting to do, it would be an enhancement to the River 
District and there would be a map that would show where people were allowed to go.  Vice Mayor 
Miller asked if it would be required to be in a bag and Mr. Whitfield replied that it would not;  
wherever the beverage was brought from would have to place it in a paper or plastic cup that 
identified where it was purchased so it could be identified as coming from someone with an ABC 
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license.  This will mainly allow citizens to be outside on the sidewalks or on the plaza enjoying the 
amenities.  Council Member Vogler stated this will enhance what was being done in the River 
District.  The state was saying a locality can have three of these outdoor beverage zones, and he 
would be ready to vote on this at the next meeting if there were no objections.  Council Member 
Saunders noted the City was looking at having a Riverfront Park in the River District where 
children will be present.  Will that be an issue in regard to bringing in alcoholic beverages and Mr. 
Whitfield stated that would have to be something Council would have to decide.  The Riverfront 
Park can be taken out of the zone but typically people should be drinking responsibly, and there 
will be people monitoring at all times.  Mayor Jones thanked the City Attorney and asked that 
information on this be sent out prior to the next meeting.   
 
ROLL CALL 
 
Council Member Mayo noted that this was a great meeting, thanked the City Manager for the 
budget presentation, and congratulations to Peyton Sellers and Mr. and Mrs. Rhyne for what they 
were doing for the community.  Mr. Mayo noted he was proud of Council and how they were 
working as a cohesive team. 
 
Vice Mayor Miller noted this week, on Monday, several Council Members got to watch the 
wrecking ball in Schoolfield and people were finally noting that it looked like progress was being 
made.  Over the past several years he has spoken bleakly about the COVID status, noted  things 
were looking up and numbers were down, but they were not out of this yet, and one thing that 
citizens can do was get the vaccine.  Dr. Miller noted their hearts were with the people in Ukraine.   
 
Council Member Saunders noted that in regard to the sports and many activities, Council Member 
Mayo was a certified coach in all areas of sports and was sure he would volunteer his services.  
Mr. Saunders noted his congratulations to Mr. Sellers and his family; he had attended a NASCAR 
event at the White House one year, Mr. Sellers’ name was mentioned and that makes Danville 
very proud.   
 
Council Member Vogler thanked the City Manager for his presentation of the proposed budget 
and was very glad to see that a library will be returning to the Westover area with the 
improvements being made at Coates.  Mr. Vogler noted a group of Council Members were at the 
demolition of the Finishing Building at Dan River Mills.  There was a photo of all of them there and 
believed that photo was symbolic of all that was taking place in Danville; he also wanted to thank 
former Council Members Shanks and Tomer who were with Council getting this process started.  
In the year 2000 the City was coming out of a period where Dan River Mills had left and there was 
a national recession crushing everyone; in 2010 Danville was essentially at rock bottom.  Council 
spent the next decade laying the foundation for a new Danville and believed in this decade, 
citizens were going to see the house built on that foundation.  
 
Council Member Whittle noted that every now and then they go race 24-hour races at VIR, with 
all kinds of people going; they change drivers every couple hours and maybe his car was a little 
underpowered at the time, but a truck passed him going about 100 mph.  He thought it was Peyton 
Sellers, so he didn’t feel so bad, but it turned out to be his dad, Burt.  Mr. Whittle noted he 
appreciated everything that Peyton Sellers and his family does for the community.   
 
Council Member Buckner congratulated Peyton Sellers and his family for being a staple in the 
community, and appreciates everything they do.  Mr. Buckner noted there were a lot of fun and 
exciting things going on in Danville, and there were ribbon cuttings going on almost every week.  
Saturday’s ribbon cutting was at Pie Five, Edible Arrangements, and Which Wich, it was a great 



March 15, 2022 

time for Council to get together and celebrate new businesses opening.  Council also has a ribbon 
cutting Friday evening at Culture restaurant; the building has been rehabbed and looks absolutely 
incredible.  There was a groundbreaking ceremony at Langston on Wednesday, and the 
celebration on Thursday for Peyton Sellers at Advance Auto Parts.  Mr. Buckner encouraged 
citizens to come out and support the community. 
 
Council Member Campbell noted that hearing all the comments tonight shows that Danville was 
really on the move, and wanted to thank some of the people that make that happen, including the  
City Manager and Deputy City Manager, the Mayor and members of Council.  Reverend Campbell 
stated that when Mr. Vogler talked about Schoolfield and the people involved, he would also like 
to mention that Linwood Wright was also a major participant in getting things done in Danville.     
 
Council Member Hood noted that as the City approaches a new season, to remember that 
Danville can continue to show collaborations throughout the community, by springing forward. Mr. 
Hood stated he wanted to congratulate Mr. Sellers once again, the House of Fashion (Kelly 
Cunningham), KaZelle & Company (Casey Cunningham), and Soul of the Sea (Justin Williams).  
Mr. Hood thanked the City Manager for presenting the proposed budget and being transparent, 
and thanked everyone in chambers for coming out. 
 
Mayor Jones asked the City Manager to present the budget team and the new Budget Director, 
Henrietta Weaver.  Mayor Jones also recognized Mrs. Ruth, thanked her for watching council 
meetings and keeping up with her community, and thanked Peyton Sellers for all he and his family 
have done for the community.  Mayor Jones thanked the City Manager and City Attorney for their 
work, and Vice Mayor Miller and Council Member Saunders for serving on the education board, 
congratulated Anne Moore-Sparks as the new CEO of the Chamber, and thanked everyone for 
attending tonight’s meeting.  
 
The meeting adjourned at: 8:51 p.m. 
 
            APPROVED: 
 
 
                                                                          s/Alonzo L. Jones 
                                                                                 MAYOR 
ATTEST: 
 
 s/Susan M. DeMasi, CMC 
            CITY CLERK   
   


