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PLANNING COMMISSION MINUTES 
 

NOVEMBER 9, 2020 
 
 
MEMBERS PRESENT MEMBERS ABSENT STAFF 
Mr. Khan Mr. Petrick Doug Plachcinski  
Mr. Garrison  Lisa Jones 
Mr. Bolton   Clarke Whitfield 
Mr. Dodson   
Mr. Craft   
Mrs. Evans   
   
   
        

The meeting was called to order by Chairman Garrison at 3:00 p.m. 
 
ITEMS FOR PUBLIC HEARING 

 
1. Special Use Permit Application PLSUP20200000215, filed by applicants Jim and 

Kathy Cropp and current property owner ETENESCH & M LLC, requests a Special 
Use Permit for a restaurant in accordance with Article 3.I Section C.15. of the Zoning 
Ordinance of the Code of City of Danville, Virginia 1986, as amended, at 1050 Main 
Street (Parcel ID#21618), otherwise known as Grid 1720, Block 010, Parcel 
ID#000009, of the City of Danville, Zoning District Map.  The applicant requests a 
Special Use Permit for a restaurant in the TO-C Transitional Residential/Office 
Zoning District. 

Mr. Garrison opened the Public Hearing. 
 
Mr. Jim Cropp stated I have pictures of the front of the building that I can pass out. This is 
the property at 1050 Main Street owned by Dr. Daniel Addis and his wife Naomi who are 
here in attendance. We are working with them to purchase this property once we have 
approval here and City Council. We have the recommendation approval from CAR. We 
have eleven changes that we wanted to make and they granted those. I can show you some 
of the pictures of those if you would like. I do have some letters of support from the 
Community that are not listed in your agenda. One letter is from John and Mary Kent and I 
will let her speak for herself in a little bit. I have copies of all the letters that I would like to 
pass out. Mr. Cropp read the letters of support (See Attached). Any question for me? 
 
Mr. Dodson stated what do you anticipate the occupancy will be once the pandemic is over 
and we are back to normal. How many customers do you think that you will handle at a 
time? 
 
Mr. Cropp stated good question about when the pandemic is over. One of the things that is 
important to us and why we chose this property. Out of all that we have looked at over the 
last two and half years is that this has a possibility for outside dining. In our post covid world 
and quite frankly I don’t think that this is going away. Covid will go away but the perception 
that guests have being able to eat outside and being distanced from each other is a real 
need I think. We will have outside dining on the existing patio as you can see in the picture. 
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We currently in our restaurant we are distanced and we have ten tables where we are now. 
Our occupancy was forty five and now it’s probably thirty five. Where we tend to be at 1050, 
there will probably be capacity for sixty five to seventy people. That would be inside and 
there will be a main dining room and a second smaller dining room bar adjacent room. Then 
there is a lobby as you can see in the front a porch that is glassed in and there will be tables 
there. Then there is a small porch on the Broad Street side. There is a fifty two square foot 
building so there are two floors and we will have upstairs also. Again, we are looking at sixty 
five to seventy people for occupancy.  
 
Ms. Evans stated so you have pictures to show us of work that you will be doing. 
 
Mr. Cropp stated yes and CAR has given us approval on these. (See attached pictures). 
 
Mr. Garrison stated so CAR has looked at all the things that you are planning to do. 
 
Mr. Cropp stated yes absolutely.  
 
Mr. Whitfield stated they were granted a Certificate of Appropriateness for all of the outside 
changes that they requested. All of those issues have been settled.  
 
Mr. Cropp stated it was actually a restaurant for five years ran by Naomi. We will only be 
doing painting on the inside and there are not a lot of changes. We will retain the character 
of the building itself because it has great character. 
 
Ms. Mary Kent stated we love that we can walk over to King Cropp to have dinner or lunch. 
We were really excited when we found out that they had found another location on Main 
Street. My husband works at Sovah and he is especially excited to have that additional 
option and also for the patients. We just love these business coming and how Crème n vine 
and King Cropp that kind of complement each other and enhance each other’s business.  
 
Ms. Evans stated do you anticipate opening up on Saturday nights? 
 
Mr. Cropp stated yes. 
 
Dr. Daniel Addis stated they are outstanding partners. They came in and he did amazing 
homework before he jumped into this case. It definitly gives us a reason to support them 
100%. You have started two businesses and are amazing successful. When he came to us 
about the business we didn’t pursue anything. He did his homework more than six to seven 
months on that building, looking at it and checking on what he can do. It will make a big 
difference for the hospital, employees, and patients and for the physicians.  
 
Mr. Garrison closed the Public Hearing. 
 
Mr. Bolton made a motion to approve special use permit PLSUP20200000215 with the 
conditions by staff. Mr. Craft seconded the motion. The motion was approved by a 6-0 
vote. 
 

2. Special Use Permit Application PLSUP20200000220, filed by property owner William 
Soyars Jr., requests a Special Use Permit for accessory buildings (i.e., barn, stable, 
silo, corn crib, etc.) or accessory uses without a primary building being located on the 
parcel in accordance with Article 3.B Section C.19 of the Zoning Ordinance of the 
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Code of City of Danville, Virginia 1986, as amended, Parcel ID#74720, otherwise 
known as Grid 3709, Block 003, Parcel ID#000003, of the City of Danville, Zoning 
District Map.  The applicant requests a Special Use Permit for accessory buildings 
without a primary building in the T-R Threshold Residential Zoning District. 

Mr. Garrison opened the Public Hearing. 
 
Mr. William Soyars Jr. stated, this is my property. I have an out building that has been there 
about four years. I paid $3,000.00 for it and I have another one that I built. I paid the City 
$1,200.00 to put a pole down there so I can get some juice. I got the pole in and I want to 
get temporary use of power to my building to use my tools and have a security light. I intend 
in the future to put some kind of dwelling there, I don’t know exactly what. I have been 
working on the property for about thirteen years. I have a lot of money tied up in it and hard 
work. I need the power and does anyone have any questions for me? 
 
Mr. Bolton stated in your remarks here, you say, “I will use the buildings for my work”. What 
is your work? 
 
Mr. Soyars Jr. stated I’m in the landscaping business. I work on lawn mowers, and I have 
my tools in there.  
 
Mr. Bolton stated is there a limitation of Commercial uses that prevents him from doing that? 
 
Mr. Soyars Jr. stated I didn’t mean to open up no can of worms and I’m not running a 
business out of it. I just put my tools down there and I’m in the landscaping business I might 
put some seed in there. I do work on furniture and stuff and I need the power.  
 
Mr. Plachcinski stated we would not issue a business license or license clearance for 
anything like that. We have standards for home occupation that require no outdoor storage, 
no signage, and no customers coming to the house. I don’t think we police anybody on 
whether he is using his lawn mower and we assume that he will be using it onsite also. I 
think tools and equipment, I think those will be permissible. If we found out that he was 
actually operating a business out of there then he would be in violation of the special use 
permit. 
 
Mr. Garrison stated so he is here today because he has buildings already on that and by 
virtue of trying to get electricity the City found out that he had those buildings and now you 
are trying to make it legal. Am I correct? 
 
Mr. Plachcinski stated essentially yes. He applied for the electrical service and we have a 
zoning clearance for that process. We determined that he had not been granted this special 
use permit so that is why we are here today. The zoning ordinance is set up to allow 
Planning Commission to recommend this call to City Council. 
 
Ms. Evans stated do you have any idea when you intend on building a house there? 
 
Mr. Soyars Jr. stated if you would loan me the money we will start tomorrow. Probably within 
a year or so but whatever I do, it will have to have a septic tank because the sewage is not 
down there. Then the one house down there he has to pump up to the top of the street 
because years ago they had a trailer there with a septic tank. I want to get some water 
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down to the property; that is my next step with the City because you don’t have no out fall 
and no water and it is a dead end with a cemetery on the end. It is a circle drive turn around. 
 
Ms. Evans stated one of the questions opposed said that you had dug 25 foot deep within 2 
feet of the property like a drop off. 
 
Mr. Soyars Jr. stated I’ve been working on it for thirteen years. I cut the hill down to make 
the land flat because my buildings are in the middle of the property. 
 
Mr. Garrison closed the Public Hearing. 
 
Mr. Bolton made a motion to approve special use permit PLSUP20200000220 with the 
conditions by staff. Mr. Dodson seconded the motion. The motion was approved by a 
5-0-1 vote. (Mr. Khan abstained) 
 
IV.  OTHER BUSINESS 
 
Danville 2030 Comprehensive plan review 
 
Mr. Doug Plachcinski, Director of Planning went over the 2030 Comprehensive Plan Review 
see below. 
 
CITY OF DANVILLE COMPREHENSIVE PLAN REVIEW  

BACKGROUND 
Chair Garrison requested Planning Division staff add this November agenda item at the October 
Planning Commission meeting. Virginia law states “At least once every five years the 
comprehensive plan shall be reviewed by the local planning commission to determine whether it is 
advisable to amend the plan.” I researched the City of Danville’s 2030 Comprehensive Plan and 
determined it was adopted by the City Council on September 15, 2015.   
 
The 2030 Comprehensive Plan served the City well with formulated growth strategies. Other sub-
area and specific topic planning initiatives like the Danville MPO’s long range transportation plan and 
the Schoolfield Neighborhood Plan provide contextual support to updated development patterns 
across the City.  

VIRGINIA COMPREHENSIVE PLAN REQUIREMENTS 
Code of Virginia Chapter 22, Planning, Subdivision of Land, and Zoning Article 3. The 
Comprehensive Plan explains the comprehensive plan adoption process, the elements required and 
allowed in comprehensive plans, the 5-year review requirement, and the legal status of plans.    

FACTORS FAVORING A NEW COMPREHENSIVE PLAN 
The 2020 pandemic changed and disrupted the ways live, work, and recreate. We should review our 
physical space designs and development patterns to affirm and enhance the City’s ideal growth and 
rebalance our expectations with social, economic and political constraints. Now is an ideal time to 
update the Comprehensive Plan accounting for these and other changes. The following factors may 
influence 2040 Comprehensive Plan development: 

The Schoolfield Neighborhood Plan 

2020 US Census Data 

Investing in Danville virtual Town Hall meeting and survey outcomes 

Additional public involvement identifying stakeholder desires 

A zoning ordinance technical evaluation 
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A Comprehensive Plan audit for state of the practice techniques and Commonwealth 
standards  

City branding and identity standards 

Other specific studies as directed  

NEXT STEPS IN COMPREHENSIVE PLAN DEVELOPMENT 
We should examine the existing Comprehensive Plan and validate its structural elements against 

common practices and what is required/enabled under Virginia Law.  

 

We should discuss what available and recent public outreach efforts will inform the Plan and 

what additional opinion we need prior to drafting plan sections.   

 

Lastly, the 2030 Comprehensive Plan did not initiate significant zoning ordinance revisions. We 

should review the code, beginning with a technical audit, to understand how it can be more 

easily understood and administered. 

 

We can determine City resources and set a completion schedule once there is consensus on the 

Comprehensive Plan update scope. 

 

Mr. Garrison stated we knew that this was something that had to be done a little ways down 

the road to face upon the changes that we are currently going through. We have a 

requirement to review each year and that’s all we have to do is say that we reviewed it and 

we met the State requirement. So, knowing that sometime in the next year to year in a half 

we will probably start working on the 2040 plan. I was not here when the 2030 plan was 

done, I don’t know how involved we get into that process. 

 

Mr. Whitfield stated Mr. Chairman I think what might be helpful and I don’t think it needs to 

be formal just a motion referring that you have reviewed the plan and you have met the 

legal requirements of it. I think we can do a voice vote and it is on record now.  

 
Mr. Dodson made a motion confirming that The Planning Commission have reviewed 
the 2030 Comprehensive Plan. Mr. Craft seconded the motion. The motion was 
approved by unanimous vote. 
 
V. APPROVAL OF MINUTES FROM OCTOBER 13, 2020. 
 
The October 13, 2020 minutes were approved by unanimous vote. 
 
VI.  ADJOURNMENT 
 
With no further business, the meeting adjourned at 3:40 p.m. 
 
 
      _____________________________ 
      APPROVED   
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