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A Special Meeting of the Danville-Pittsylvania Regional Industrial Facility Authority convened 
at 12:15 p.m. on the above date at the Institute for Advanced Learning and Research, 150 
Slayton Avenue, Executive Auditorium, Danville, Virginia.  Present were City of Danville 
Members Chairman Sherman M. Saunders, J. Lee Vogler, Jr., and Alternate Dr. Gary P. 
Miller.  Pittsylvania County Members present were Robert W. Warren, Vice Chairman Ronald 
S. Scearce and Alternate Vic Ingram. 
 
City/County staff members attending were: City Manager Ken Larking, Pittsylvania County 
Administrator David Smitherman, Deputy City Manager Earl Reynolds, City of Danville 
Director of Economic Development Corrie Bobe, Assistant Director of Economic Development 
Barbara Fiedor, Pittsylvania County Director of Economic Development Matt Rowe, 
Pittsylvania County Project Manager Kattie Saunders, Christian & Barton Attorney Michael C. 
Guanzon, and Secretary to the Authority Susan DeMasi.  Also present were Shawn Harden 
and Brian Bradner from Dewberry, Danville City Council Members Mayor Alonzo Jones, L.G. 
“Larry” Campbell, Jr., James B. Buckner, and Barry Mayo; Pittsylvania County Board of 
Supervisors Ben Farmer and Tim Dudley, and Supervisors-elect Darrell Dalton and Tim 
Chesher;  City of Danville Attorney W. Clarke Whitfield, Jr., County Attorney Vaden Hunt, 
Linda Green, Director of Economic Development at the IALR, Christy Morton, Vice President 
of External Affairs at the VEDP and Interim CEO of the VEDP Jason El Toubi. 
 
Chairman Saunders presided and asked all attendees to introduce themselves. 
 
PUBLIC COMMENT PERIOD  
  
No one present desired to be heard.  
 
Linda Green from the Institute for Advanced Learning and Research introduced Christy 
Morton, Vice President of External Affairs at VEDP and Jason El Toubi, Interim CEO of VEDP. 
 
CLOSED SESSION 

 
[During the closed session, all matters discussed shall involve receiving advice from legal 
counsel, and as such all communications during the closed session shall be considered 
attorney-client privileged.] 
 

At 12:28p.m. Mr. Scearce moved that the Meeting of the Danville-Pittsylvania Regional 
Industrial Facility Authority be recessed in a Closed Meeting for the following purposes:  

 
A.  As permitted by Section 2.2-3711(A)(5) of the Code of Virginia, 1950, as amended 
(“Virginia Code”), for discussion concerning one or more prospective businesses where no 
previous announcement has been made of that business’s interest in locating its facilities in 
one or more of the Authority’s projects, located in Pittsylvania County, Virginia, and/or 
Danville, Virginia; and 
 
B.  As permitted by Virginia Code § 2.2-3711(A)(39) for discussion or consideration of records 
excluded under Virginia Code § 2.2-3705.6(3) (including without limitation (i) those certain 
confidential proprietary records voluntarily provided by private business pursuant to a promise 
of confidentiality from the Authority, and used by the Authority for business and trade 
development and (ii) those certain memoranda, working papers, or other information related 
to businesses that are considering locating or expanding in Virginia, prepared by the Authority, 
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where competition or bargaining is involved and where disclosure of such information would 
adversely affect the financial interest of the Authority); such information being excluded from 
mandatory disclosure under Virginia Code § 2.2-3705.1(12) (information relating to the 
negotiation and award of a specific contract pertaining to the Authority’s Southern Virginia 
Megasite at Berry Hill project, Cyber Park project and/or Cane Creek Centre project, where 
competition or bargaining is involved and where the release of such information would 
adversely affect the bargaining power or negotiating strategy of the Authority) and Virginia 
Code § 2.2- 3705.1(8) (appraisals and cost estimates of real property in one or more of the 
Authority’s projects subject to a proposed purchase, sale, or lease, prior to the completion of 
such purchase, sale, or lease); and 
 
C.  As permitted by Virginia Code § 2.2-3711(A)(3) for discussion or consideration of the 
acquisition and/or the disposition of publicly held real property, where discussion in an open 
meeting would adversely affect the bargaining position or negotiating strategy of the Authority; 
and 
 
The Motion was seconded by Mr. Vogler and carried by the following vote: 
 
VOTE:  4-0 
AYE:  Scearce, Warren, Saunders, and Vogler (4) 
NAY:  None (0) 
 
RETURN TO OPEN SESSION 
 

On Motion by Mr. Warren and second by Mr. Vogler and by unanimous vote at 2:18 p.m., 
the Authority returned to open meeting.   
 
Mr. Vogler moved for adoption of the following Resolution:  
  
WHEREAS, the Authority convened in Closed Meeting on this date pursuant to an affirmative 
recorded vote and in accordance with the provisions of the Freedom of Information Act; and  
 
WHEREAS, Section 2.2-3711 of the Code of Virginia, 1950, as amended, requires a 
Certification by the Authority that such Closed Meeting was conducted in conformity with 
Virginia Law; 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Authority hereby certifies that, to the best of 
each Member’s knowledge, (i) only public business matters lawfully exempted by the open 
meeting requirements of Virginia Law were discussed in the Closed Meeting to which this 
Certification Resolution applies, and (ii) only such public business matters as were identified 
in the motion convening the Closed Meeting were heard, discussed, or considered by the 
Authority.  
 
The Motion was seconded by Mr. Scearce and carried by the following vote: 
 
VOTE:  4-0 
AYE:  Warren, Scearce, Saunders, and Vogler (4) 
NAY:  None (0) 
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NEW BUSINESS  
 
5A. CONSIDERATION OF RESOLUTION NO. 2021-12-17-5A – CONTINUATION OF 
CHRISTIAN & BARTON, LLP, AS LEGAL COUNSEL TO THE AUTHORITY 
 
Mr. Vogler moved for approval of Resolution No. 2021-12-17-5A, continuation of Christian & 
Barton, LLP, as legal counsel to the Authority, and acceptance of Proposal One (Discounted 
Blended Hourly Rate) as recommended by RIFA senior staff. 
 
The Motion was seconded by Mr. Warren and carried by the following vote: 
 
VOTE:  4-0 
AYE:  Warren, Scearce, Saunders, and Vogler (4) 
NAY:  None (0) 
 
5B.  CONSIDERATION OF RESOLUTION NO. 2021-12-17-5B – APPROVAL OF 
EXTERIOR BUILDING DESIGN 
 
Mr. Warren moved for approval of Resolution No. 2021-12-17-5B, approval of exterior 
building design of 30,000 square foot shell building to be constructed upon Lot 10B (PIN 
76441), in the Authority’s Cyber Park project located in Danville, Virginia, in furtherance of 
Resolution No. 2021-07-12-5A. 
 
The Motion was seconded by Mr. Vogler and carried by the following vote: 
 
VOTE:  4-0 
AYE:  Warren, Scearce, Saunders, and Vogler (4) 
NAY:  None (0) 
 
COMMUNICATIONS 
 
Board Members wished everyone a Merry Christmas. 
 
Meeting Adjourned at 2:19 PM 
 
       APPROVED: 
 
  
       s/ Sherman M. Saunders 
                                                                  Chairman  
   
s/ Susan M. DeMasi 
Secretary to the Authority 
 


