
 

RIVER DISTRICT DESIGN COMMISSION REGULAR MEETING 
AGENDA 

 

4TH FLOOR CONFERENCE ROOM 
 

July 13, 2023 
 

4:00 PM 
  
  

A. CALL TO ORDER 

B. ROLL CALL 

C. NEW BUSINESS 

1. PZ23-00212 is a request filed by ARRG Properties, LLC to deconstruct 601 Lynn Street 
and build a new 125 unit apartment.   

2. PZ23-00218 is a request filed by Me's Burgers and Brews to replace the existing patio 
chains with metal fencing.  

3. PZ23-00219 is a request filed by Philip Decker to complete facade improvements at 315 
Lynn Street. 

D. STAFF UPDATES 

E. APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

1. Minutes from June 08, 2023 

F. ADJOURN 

 



 

 

River District Design 
Commission 

 

STAFF REPORT 
 
DATE: July 13, 2023 
TO: River District Design Commission 
FROM: Renee Burton, Division Director of Planning 

RE: PZ23-00212 is a request filed by ARRG Properties, LLC to deconstruct 601 Lynn 
Street and build a new 125 unit apartment.   

 
SUMMARY 
The applicant, ARRG Properties, LLC is requesting a Certificate of Appropriateness to 
deconstruct the existing structure at 601 Lynn Street and construct a 125 unit brick apartment 
complex on site.  While only one application was submitted, Staff believes it is best to look at 
the deconstruction and construction separately. 
 
Deconstruction 
 
601 Lynn Street with its original construction dated 1886 is noted as significant in the Tobacco 
Warehouse and Residential Historic District inventory.  The inventory states "This structure 
contributes to the significance of the district because it represents one of the finest examples 
of a tobacco storage facility in the district.  Built by local contractor R.B. Graham, this bldg. 
displays elegant proportions, fine dog-toothed brick molding, coupled windows and shares a 
similar scale with other structures in the district".   
 
It is also noted that the "small arched windows with iron shutters minimizing natural light 
demonstrate the structures used as a storage facility as opposed to a working factory".  This 
notation lends itself to the complications that the applicant is facing in redevelopment.  These 
complications are discussed in Section 3.5 of the River District Design Guidelines:   
  
Section 3.5 
Other buildings are more problematic. There is a substantial and attractive warehouse on the 
corner of Lynn and Deboe Streets near the rail yard that has no windows in the front facade, 
and only a few on the sides. Making that building usable for anything besides a call center, 
storage, or other use that does not require windows causes conflicts between historic 
preservation and viable reuse. 
 
Staff does not promote demolition, but there are constraints with redevelopment of this 
structure.     
 
New Construction 
 



The applicant has requested a Certificate of Appropriateness to construct a 125 unit brick 
apartment complex at 601 Lynn Street.  The structure will be four (4) stories in height and 
contain a fitness facility and a rooftop patio.  The courtyard will contain a swimming pool and 
firepit/lounge areas.  Each unit will have an external patio.  See attached elevation drawings.   
 
According to the design guidelines, the proposed materials and scale are appropriate for the 
area. However, the exterior patios along Deboe and Lynn Street are inconsistent with other 
structures in the area.  The warehouses generally possess flat facades and windows with a 
vertical emphasis.  The elevations propose recessed patios and what appear to be square 
windows.  
RECOMMENDATION 
The Planning Staff recommends that the River District Design Commission evaluate the 
proposed construction and use prior to making a decision on the demolition of the existing 
structure at 601 Lynn Street.  The decision of demolition should not be taken lightly and should 
only be considered if necessary for safety and/or the infill design for redevelopment is 
appropriate for the River District.   
 
ATTACHMENTS 
1. Application and Supporting Documents 
2. HAER inventory 
 
 







































 

 

River District Design 
Commission 

 

STAFF REPORT 
 
DATE: July 13, 2023 
TO: River District Design Commission 
FROM: Renee Burton, Division Director of Planning 

RE: PZ23-00218 is a request filed by Me's Burgers and Brews to replace the existing 
patio chains with metal fencing.  

 
SUMMARY 
Patio chains are currently being used at 215 Main Street to delineate the outdoor dining 
space.  The applicant, Me's Burgers and Brews, is requesting a Certificate of Appropriateness 
to replace the chains with a metal fence.  The fence will be affixed to temporary bases and not 
attached to the building.   
 
Section 6.2 of the Design Guidelines states: 

• All railings must be at least 50% open to allow visibility to and from the street  
• Enclosures must be a minimum of 36” high 
• Permanently affixed enclosures are not permitted 

RECOMMENDATION 
The Planning Staff recommends that the River District Commission approve PZ23-002018 
filed by Me's Burgers and Brews to replace existing patio chains with metal fencing to 
delineate the outdoor dining space. 
 
ATTACHMENTS 
1. Application 
2. Photos 
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STAFF REPORT 
 
DATE: July 13, 2023 
TO: River District Design Commission 
FROM: Renee Burton, Division Director of Planning 

RE: PZ23-00219 is a request filed by Philip Decker to complete facade improvements 
at 315 Lynn Street. 

 
SUMMARY 
Request PZ23-00219 filed by Philip Decker for facade improvements at 315 Lynn Street 
includes:   

1. changing the center double door to a single door access 
2. adding a single glass door to the left side  
3. adding a fenced outdoor dining area to the left side that is only accessed internally 
4. install an awning across the facade with no advertising copy 

 
Section 6.2 of the Design Guidelines states: 

• All railings must be at least 50% open to allow visibility to and from the street  
• Enclosures must be a minimum of 36” high 
• Permanently affixed enclosures are not permitted 

  
RECOMMENDATION 
The Planning Staff recommends that the River District Design Commission approve PZ23-
00219 to complete facade improvements at 315 Lynn Street with the condition that the fencing 
is not permanently affixed to the sidewalk or structure.  
 
ATTACHMENTS 
1. Application 
2. Photos 
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RIVER DISTRICT DESIGN COMMISSION

MEETING OF

JUNE 8, 2023

Members Present Members Absent Staff
Courtney Nicholas R. J. Lackey Cynthia Lester
John Ranson Andrew Hessler Ryan Dodson
Andrew Hessler Peyton Keesee Renee Burton
Adam Jones

Ms. Nicholas called the meeting to order at 4:21 p.m.

ITEMS FOR PUBLIC HEARING

1. Certificate of Appropriateness request PZ23-00183 to install (5) bike racks on 
North Union Street in front of the Bee Hotel.

Ms. Nicholas opened the Public Hearing.

Mr. Cook stated. I’m Manger operations of the Bee Hotel. And this is Erin, intern handling the 
marketing. We have presented a short presentation.

Bike.pdf

Ms. Nicholas closed the Public Hearing.

Mr. Ranson made a motion to issue a Certificate of Appropriateness request PZ23-00183 
to install (5) bike racks on North Union Street in front of the Bee Hotel. Mr. Hessler 
seconded the motion. The motion was approved by a 4-0 vote.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES

The MAY 11, 2023, minutes were approved by a unanimous vote. With no further business, 
the meeting adjourned at 4:45 p.m.

Approved By: __________________________   
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