
March 3, 2026   

 

The Regular March meeting of the Danville City Council was held on March 3, 2026, at 7:00 p.m. 
in the Council Chambers located on the Fourth Floor of the Municipal Building.  The following 
Council Members were present: Vice Mayor James B. Buckner, L.G. “Larry” Campbell Jr., Mayor 
Alonzo L. Jones, Bryant Hood, Daniel W. Marshall, Barry P. Mayo, Sherman M. Saunders, and J. 
Lee Vogler, Jr. (8).  Gary P. Miller was absent (1). 
 
Staff Members present were: City Manager Ken Larking, Deputy City Manager Earl B. Reynolds, 
Jr., Assistant City Manager Michael Adkins, Assistant City Manager Briana Evans, City Attorney 
W. Clarke Whitfield, Jr., and City Clerk Susan M. DeMasi.  
 
Mayor Jones presided. 
 
INVOCATION AND PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE  
 
Council Member Sherman M. Saunders gave the Invocation followed by the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS AND SPECIAL RECOGNITIONS 
 
Chief Wiles noted he was here regarding the news that was sent out earlier this week on a 
reduction in crime, a forty-year low.  Chief Wiles introduced his Command Staff:  Deputy Chief 
Tim Jones, Assistant Chief of Operations David Whitley, Assistant Chief of Services Steve 
Richardson, Officer Dalton and Officer Gobb that were there providing security.  Chief Wiles noted 
the information sent out compared 2025 to 2024, and overall, they saw an 8% reduction across 
all of their major crime categories.  There were only three murders last year compared to nine the 
previous year, 85 aggravated assaults, dropping from 111 the previous year, and of those 
aggravated assaults, the percentage of those that were gun related had a reduction of over 30%.  
Robberies, another violent crime, had a significant decline going down from 22 to 15 last year.  
The police department has a 100% clearance rate on the homicides from last year, and 
aggravated assaults had an over 85% clearance rate compared to the 50% national average.  
Property crimes showed a significant decrease with a 6% reduction over the previous year, with 
an over 40% clearance rate on those burglaries.  Overdoses saw a significant decline in 2025 
with 19 documented overdoses they were aware of, eight of which were fatalities.  In 2023, the 
City had 19 fatalities from opioids, primarily fentanyl, with 100 overdoses.  Chief Wiles noted they 
know that crime rises and falls in communities across the nation for various reasons including 
socio-economic variables outside the control of the police department.  As for Danville, the credit 
for all the positive momentum throughout the community goes to the united focus of the City 
Council, City Manager and the rest of his leadership team in increasing economic opportunities 
and delivering excellence in service.  It goes to those businesses and stakeholders making 
investments in the communities and the outstanding performance of the schools.  As for the police 
department, the credit goes all the way around, the success comes from the men and women of 
that agency:  the patrol officers on the front lines, the highly skilled investigators, professional staff 
members and the leadership team.  Chief Wiles noted credit also goes to the close partnerships 
with their community members, sharing information and working to build relationships before 
something bad happens.  Credit also goes to their regional, state and federal law enforcement 
partners for bringing their expertise and resources, and to other community stakeholders invested 
in improving the community.  Together they will continue to work to ensure Danville was safe for 
all and thanked Council for their support.  Council members congratulated Chief Wiles on the 
great report, the Police Department’s dedication to service, leadership, and commended them on 
their teamwork. 
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Mayor Jones noted the Parks and Recreation Holiday Show was named as the best Outreach 
Program at the 2026 ShowFest Conference, and recognized Bill Sgrinia Director of Parks and 
Recreation.  Parks and Recreation also took top honors for best print media at the 2026 ShowFest 
Conference.  The Danville Office of Economic Development and Tourism was recognized with five 
marketing and communication awards at the 2026 Public Relations Society of America, Blue 
Ridge Awards. 
 
CONSENT AGENDA 
 
Council Member Vogler moved to pull Agenda Item B from the Consent Agenda.  The Motion was 
seconded by Rev Campbell. 
 
Mr. Vogler noted he discussed this at the last meeting; it was a grant but it was also asking the 
City to put in $40,000 to do a study that was similar to one done several years ago.  That study 
told the City they could put millions of dollars into the City auditorium and it was never going to be 
feasible for the type of traveling theatre productions or things found at a DPAC or a Tangier’s 
Center.  Mr. Vogler noted he was in a favor of a performing arts center in Danville, and would like 
to have a study done on potential sites for that.  Council Member Campbell stated the building 
was an historical building and the City has not yet talked about it in detail.  There were several 
different concepts, one to demolish it or some for turning it into apartments.  He hoped they could 
have a study on it.  City Manager Ken Larking noted he appreciated what Mr. Vogler was saying; 
this study’s focus would be on the City Armory but would also determine if it was feasible for a 
variety of art type uses. There was a secondary part which was if it wasn’t good for certain uses, 
it could offer alternatives as well.  They could focus it through the scope to look at alternatives if 
this one doesn’t look like it would meet the needs of the community.  The study that was done 
many years ago was to see what it would take to upfit the building; it was quite expensive to do 
that.  This study was more encompassing for all the arts and the opportunities this building could 
have for various artistic endeavors.  As part of this, staff could steer it toward if it doesn’t meet the 
need for a particular use, how can they look at other places that would work as well. 
 
Minutes on the Consent Agenda  
 
Upon Motion by Vice Mayor Buckner and second by Council Member Marshall, the Minutes of 
the Regular Council Meeting held on February 3, 2026, were approved as presented.  Draft copies 
of the minutes had been distributed prior to the meeting. 
 
Consent Agenda Item B. 
 
Consideration of Amending the Fiscal Year 2026 Budget Appropriation Ordinance for a Grant from 
the National Endowment for the Arts. 
 
Mr. Vogler moved to vote down Consent Agenda Item B.  The Motion was seconded by Council 
Member Marshall. 
 
Mayor Jones noted this was to vote down Item B; a yes vote will be to vote down this item. 
 
An Ordinance entitled, Ordinance No. 2026-02.04,  An Ordinance of the Council of the City of 
Danville, Virginia Amending the Fiscal Year 2026 Budget Appropriation Ordinance by Increasing 
Revenue from the National Endowment for the Arts in the Amount of $40,000 and to Provide for 
the Local Share in the Amount of $40,000 for a Total of $80,000 and Appropriating the Same. 
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The Motion to vote down Item B failed by the following vote: 
 
VOTE:  3-5-1 
AYE:    Hood, Marshall, Vogler (3) 
NAY:  Buckner, Campbell, Jones,  

Mayo, and Saunders (5) 
ABSENT: Miller (1) 
 
APPOINTMENTS 
 
Vice Mayor Buckner noted the Committee on Appointments make the following recommendations 
for appointments to be voted on at the March 17th meeting: 
 
Southern Area Agency on Aging:  Appoint:   Kitteria Mayo 

Architectural Review Board: Appoint:   Matthew Bailey 
  Christopher Betts 
  Jamie Cahill 
  Adam Jones 
  Lauren Smith  
  Robert Stowe 
  Jackson Weller 
 
Public Arts Commission: Appoint:  Joshua Cassell 
  Melanie Holley 
  Kelly Hood   
  Sam Kushner 
  Gretchen Lamb 
  Stacey Strawn 
  James Buckner  (Council) 
 
NEW BUSINESS 
 
CONSIDERATION OF AN APPLICATION REQUESTING AN AMENDMENT TO THE ZONING 
MAP AT EASTWOOD DRIVE FILED BY MAJOR CONSTRUCTION 
 
Mayor Jones opened the floor for a Public Hearing regarding an Amendment to the Zoning Map 
at Eastwood Drive.  Notice of the Public Hearing was published in the Danville Register & Bee on 
February 17, 2026, and February 24, 2026. 
 
Mayor Jones recognized Cabell Barrow, an attorney representing Major Construction seeking 
rezoning of what was formerly three parcels off Eastwood Drive.  The subject property was in a 
cul-de-sac which was a partially residential and partially industrial street.  Major Construction 
purchased the property a few years ago; it will allow Major Construction to relocate their 
construction business in Danville to allow them to better serve the City of Danville.  The majority 
of their work takes place in Danville on behalf of the City, including sidewalk and road 
improvements.  Mr. Barrow noted there were conditions added to the application such as having 
natural vegetative buffers on the boundary lines.  Major Construction has a relatively small fleet 
of vehicles, and they proposed that commercial activity be restricted to minimize noise, light and 
traffic, restricting the number of dump trucks and traffic to two dump trucks, and limiting lights on 
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the facility to face inward, limiting the overall footprint of the commercial development of the 
property to five acres of the overall 28 acres. 
 
Mayor Jones recognized Frank Leist who stated the turn into Eastwood Drive could be a difficult 
intersection to get out of at peak times; increased traffic was one concern.  Also, Eastwood Drive 
was a tighter street, it was not the normal width.  CDL dump trucks might be a hazard on that 
road, and asked if it was wide enough for commercial traffic.  No one further desired to be heard 
and the Public Hearing was closed. 
 
Mayor Jones asked Director of Planning Renee Burton the City’s position on this and the traffic 
on Eastwood.  Ms. Burton noted this was discussed with the applicant during the application 
process as well as with Engineering who looked at the road; they believed it was adequate for the 
operation with the limited scope they have provided with the conditions and proffers. 
 
Vice Mayor Buckner moved for adoption of an Ordinance entitled:   
 

ORDINANCE NO. 2026-03.01 
 
AN ORDINANCE AMENDING THE FUTURE LAND USE MAP FROM RURAL NEIGHBORHOOD 
AND CONSUMER COMMERCIAL TO CONSUMER COMMERCIAL AND AMENDING THE 
ZONING MAP FROM TR, TRANSITIONAL RESIDENTIAL ZONE, TO CHB, "CONDITIONAL" 
HIGHWAY BUSINESS ZONE AT PARCELS #76469, #76463, AND #77642 (EASTWOOD 
DRIVE). 
 
The Motion was seconded by Council Member Mayo and carried by the following vote: 
 
VOTE:  8-0-1 
AYE:    Buckner, Campbell, Hood, Jones, Marshall 

Mayo, Saunders and Vogler (8) 
NAY:  None (0) 
ABSENT Miller (1) 
 
CONSIDERATION OF A SPECIAL USE PERMIT FILED BY CCKW LLC TO AMEND THE 
EXISTING PLANNED UNIT DEVELOPMENT ON FRANKLIN STREET 
 
Mayor Jones opened the floor for a Public Hearing regarding a Special Use Permit on Franklin 
Street.  Notice of the Public Hearing was published in the Danville Register & Bee on February 
17, 2026, and February 24, 2026. 
 
Mayor Jones recognized Kevin Shotwell with CCKW, and Cliff Walden and Wilton Walden, who 
were there asking to amend the rezoning they had previously.  They have done several 
townhouses and struggled to sell them at the price point they were at.  They have other properties 
in other areas; they were stacking units and making them more affordable.  Their price point was 
going to be $189,000 and $199,000; they call them one over one condos.  There was a condo 
association with a unit on the top and a unit on the bottom.  They were asking the zoning to be 
switched from ten to twenty units.  They reached out to Engineering and the parking was adequate 
for this project. 
 
Mayor Jones recognized Frank Leist who noted this was a great idea as long as they had 
adequate parking.  Franklin Street was closer to the River District Area, where they would like to 
bring more people to.   No one further desired to be heard and the Public Hearing was closed. 
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Council Member Vogler moved for adoption of an Ordinance entitled: 
 

ORDINANCE NO. 2026-03.02 
 
AN ORDINANCE GRANTING SPECIAL USE PERMIT APPLICATION PZ25-00613 FILED BY CCKW 
LLC, TO AMEND SPECIAL USE PERMIT FOR PLANNED UNIT DEVELOPMENT PZ23-00388, TO 
INCREASE THE NUMBER OF PERMITTED RESIDENTIAL DWELLING UNITS FROM TEN (10) TO 
TWENTY (20) AT PARCEL IDS #23319, #24941, #20637, AND #25236 (FRANKLIN STREET) 
 
The Motion was seconded by Council Member Campbell and carried by the following vote: 
 
VOTE:  8-0-1 
AYE:    Buckner, Campbell, Hood, Jones, Marshall 

Mayo, Saunders and Vogler (8) 
NAY:  None (0) 
ABSENT Miller (1) 
 
CONSIDERATION OF A SPECIAL USE PERMIT APPLICATION FILED BY THE DANVILLE 
HOTEL GROUP, LLC AT 1080 RIVERSIDE DRIVE 
 
Mayor Jones opened the floor for a Public Hearing regarding a Special Use Permit at 1080 
Riverside Drive.  Notice of the Public Hearing was published in the Danville Register & Bee on 
February 17, 2026, and February 24, 2026. 
 
Mayor Jones recognized Ryan Gatewood representing the Danville Hotel Group who noted this 
was a previous special use permit that was granted in early 2024.  He was there requesting a 
change to that Special Use Permit to go from 55’ to 66’ for total height for the hotel.  No one further 
desired to be heard and the Public Hearing was closed. 
 
Vice Mayor Buckner moved for adoption of an Ordinance entitled: 
 

ORDINANCE NO. 2026-03.03 
 
AN ORDINANCE GRANTING SPECIAL USE PERMIT APPLICATION PZ26-00085 FILED BY DANVILLE 
HOTEL GROUP, LLC FOR A WAIVER OF MAXIMUM PRINCIPAL BUILDING HEIGHT IN 
ACCORDANCE WITH CHAPTER 41.2.I AT PARCEL ID #02176 (1080 RIVERSIDE DRIVE) 
 
The Motion was seconded by Council Member Vogler. 
 
Vice Mayor Buckner asked what the recommendation was at the Planning Commission meeting 
and Ms. Burton stated the recommendation was a unanimous approval.  Council Member Vogler 
questioned what the height increase was going to facilitate and Mr. Gatewood explained the 
height increase facilitates all the architectural parapet walls and towers.  These were brand items 
typically seen on a Home 2 Suites or a Tru Brand Hotel. 
 
The Motion was carried by the following vote: 
 
VOTE:  8-0-1 
AYE:    Buckner, Campbell, Hood, Jones, Marshall 

Mayo, Saunders and Vogler (8) 
NAY:  None (0) 
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ABSENT Miller (1) 
 
CONSIDERATION OF A SPECIAL USE PERMIT APPLICATION FILED BY WILLIAM JAMES 
TO ALLOW ADULT DAYCARE AT 401 NORTH MAIN STREET 
 
Mayor Jones opened the floor for a Public Hearing regarding a Special Use Permit at 401 North 
Main Street.  Notice of the Public Hearing was published in the Danville Register & Bee on 
February 17, 2026, and February 24, 2026. 
 
Mayor Jones recognized William James, a registered nurse in Danville and owner of River District 
Home Care.  Mr. James noted there was an increase of elderly people coming into the City and 
caregivers were having to care for these elderly people who may have dementia, Alzheimer’s and 
other issues.  An Adult Day Center can help with support, daily meals, activities, companionship 
and also give the opportunity for employment and partnerships with transport.   Mayor Jones 
recognized Tara Fitzgerald, a representative for River District Home Care on Arnett Boulevard, 
who stated they were a personal home care service, and with the adult day support they will be 
able to serve more than people that qualify just for personal care.   
 
Mayor Jones recognized Frank Leist who questioned if they would accept adults with disabilities 
and Ms. Fitzgerald noted they would.  Mr. Leist noted he thought this was a great opportunity.  No 
one further desired to be heard and the Public Hearing was closed. 
 
Council Member Campbell moved for adoption of an Ordinance entitled: 
 

ORDINANCE NO. 2026-03.04 
 

AN ORDINANCE GRANTING SPECIAL USE PERMIT APPLICATION PZ26-00152 FILED BY WILLIAM 
JAMES TO ALLOW ADULT DAYCARE IN ACCORDANCE WITH CHAPTER 41.3.A AT PARCEL ID 
#03429 (401 NORTH MAIN STREET) 
 
The Motion was seconded by Council Member Marshall and carried by the following vote: 
 
VOTE:  8-0-1 
AYE:    Buckner, Campbell, Hood, Jones, Marshall 

Mayo, Saunders and Vogler (8) 
NAY:  None (0) 
ABSENT Miller (1) 
 
CONSIDERATION OF A SPECIAL USE PERMIT APPLICATION FILED BY CHRISTIAN 
SIMMONS TO ALLOW INDOOR COMMERCIAL RECREATION AT 601 CRAGHEAD STREET 
 
Mayor Jones opened the floor for a Public Hearing regarding a Special Use Permit at 601 
Craghead Street.  Notice of the Public Hearing was published in the Danville Register & Bee on 
February 17, 2026 and February 24, 2026. 
 
Mayor Jones recognized Christian Simmons, applicant, who noted they were opening a bicycle 
and skateboard shop at 601 Craghead and they want to build some ramps for a skatepark in the 
building.   
 
Mayor Jones recognized Mr. Pernell who spoke in favor of the indoor skate park and the benefits 
of skateboarding. 
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Major Jones recognized Frank Leist who asked if the Planning Commission put a provision on 
this where they couldn’t skate after 8:00 p.m.  Mr. Leist noted he was in favor of the indoor 
skatepark, and he believed the City should follow the noise ordinance for 10:00 p.m.  No one 
further desired to be heard and the Public Hearing was closed. 
 
Council Member Vogler moved for adoption of an Ordinance entitled: 
 

ORDINANCE NO. 2026-03.05 
 
AN ORDINANCE GRANTING SPECIAL USE PERMIT APPLICATION PZ26-00096 FILED BY 
CHRISTIAN SIMMONS TO ALLOW INDOOR COMMERCIAL RECREATION IN ACCORDANCE WITH 
CHAPTER 41.3.A AT PARCEL ID #24279 (601 CRAGHEAD STREET) 
 
The Motion was seconded by Vice Mayor Buckner. 
 
Mayor Jones questioned Mr. Simmons on the hours of operation.  Mr. Simmons noted they were 
planning on doing 10:00 a.m. – 7:00 p.m. on weekdays and on Friday and Saturday will be 10:00 
a.m. to 10:00 p.m.   
 
The Motion was carried by the following vote: 
 
VOTE:  8-0-1 
AYE:    Buckner, Campbell, Hood, Jones, Marshall 

Mayo, Saunders and Vogler (8) 
NAY:  None (0) 
ABSENT Miller (1) 
 
CONSIDERATION OF THE ACCEPTANCE OF A DEED OF GIFT FROM DANVILLE LIFE 
SAVING AND FIRST AID CREW 
 
Vice Mayor Buckner moved for adoption of a Resolution entitled: 
 

RESOLUTION NO. 2026-03.01 
 
A RESOLUTION OF THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF DANVILLE, VIRGINIA APPROVING AND 
AUTHORIZING THE ACCEPTANCE OF REAL PROPERTY IDENTIFIED AS PARCEL #74462 
LOCATED ON SOUTH BOSTON ROAD FROM THE DANVILLE LIFE SAVING AND FIRST AID 
CREW, INCORPORATED, IN ACCORDANCE WITH THE CURRENT MEMORANDUM OF 
UNDERSTANDING BETWEEN SAID AGENCY AND THE CITY OF DANVILLE 
 
The Motion was seconded by Council Member Saunders. 
 
Council Member Marshall questioned why the Danville Life Saving Crew was giving the land to 
the City and City Manager Ken Larking explained as part of the Memorandum of Understanding, 
the City contributed the vast majority of the cost for the project.  In exchange for the City providing 
all that funding, they agreed to provide the property to the City for ownership.  If at some point in 
the future, it was needed for City purposes because the Danville Life Saving Crew did not exist, 
it provided a space for the City to continue that activity. 
 
The Motion was carried by the following vote: 
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VOTE:  8-0-1 
AYE:    Buckner, Campbell, Hood, Jones, Marshall 

Mayo, Saunders and Vogler (8) 
NAY:  None (0) 
ABSENT Miller (1) 
 
CONSIDERATION OF A LEASE AGREEMENT WITH DANVILLE LIFE SAVING AND FIRST 
AID CREW, INCORPORATED 
 
Mayor Jones opened the floor for a Public Hearing regarding a Lease Agreement with Danville 
Life Saving Crew.  Notice of the Public Hearing was published in the Danville Register & Bee on 
February 24, 2026. 
 
Mayor Jones recognized Steven Gould, the attorney representing the Danville Life Saving Crew 
with both the preparation of the Deed of Gift and also the drafting of the Deed of Lease.  As the 
MOU indicates, this lease was intended to be consistent with the terms of the existing lease with 
the City and the Crew for the Northside Station off Piney Forest Road.  He was available to answer 
any questions.  No one further desired to be heard and the Public Hearing was closed. 
 
Council Member Vogler moved for adoption of a Resolution entitled: 
 

RESOLUTION NO. 2026-03.02 
 
A RESOLUTION OF THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF DANVILLE, VIRGINIA APPROVING AND 
AUTHORIZING A NEGOTIATED LEASE AGREEMENT WITH DANVILLE LIFE SAVING AND 
FIRST AID CREW, INCORPORATED FOR THE OPERATION OF EMERGENCY MEDICAL, 
AMBULANCE, AND RESCUE SERVICES AT 1024 SOUTH BOSTON ROAD 
 
The Motion was seconded by Council Member Mayo and carried by the following vote: 
 
VOTE:  8-0-1 
AYE:    Buckner, Campbell, Hood, Jones, Marshall 

Mayo, Saunders and Vogler (8) 
NAY:  None (0) 
ABSENT Miller (1) 
 
CONSIDERATION OF AN ORDINANCE TO ISSUE REVENUE BONDS FOR UTILITY SYSTEM 
IMPROVEMENTS 
 
Mayor Jones opened the floor for a Public Hearing regarding Issuance of Revenue Bonds for 
Utilities.  Notice of the Public Hearing was published in the Danville Register & Bee on February 
10, 2026, and February 17, 2026.   
 
Upon Motion by Council Member Saunders and second by Council Member Mayo, an Ordinance 
entitled: 
 

ORDINANCE NO. 2026-03.06 
 
AN ORDINANCE OF THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF DANVILLE, VIRGINIA AUTHORIZING 
THE ISSUANCE OF BONDS OF THE CITY OF DANVILLE, VIRGINIA, IN THE MAXIMUM 
AGGREGATE PRINCIPAL AMOUNT OF $10,000,000 TO FINANCE VARIOUS 
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EXPENDITURES FOR ITS UTILITY SYSTEM 
 
was presented by its First Reading, as required by City Charter, to lie over before final adoption. 
 
CONSIDERATION OF AMENDING THE FISCAL YEAR 2026 BUDGET APPROPRIATION 
ORDINANCE FOR GRANT FUNDS FROM THE US DEPARTMENT OF HOUSING AND URBAN 
DEVELOPMENT 
 
Upon Motion by Vice Mayor Buckner and second by Council Member Campbell, an Ordinance 
entitled: 
 

ORDINANCE NO. 2026-03.07 
 
AN ORDINANCE OF THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF DANVILLE, VIRGINIA AMENDING THE 
FISCAL YEAR 2026 BUDGET APPROPRIATION ORDINANCE FOR PROJECTS TO BE OR 
BEING UNDERTAKEN TO IMPROVE THE DANVILLE COMMUNITY FINANCED WITH 
COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT BLOCK GRANT, HOME INVESTMENT PARTNERSHIP FUNDS 
FROM THE U.S. DEPARTMENT OF HOUSING AND URBAN DEVELOPMENT, AND 
ESTIMATED PROGRAM INCOME FOR A TOTAL APPROPRIATION OF $1,199,074.29 
 
was presented by its First Reading, as required by City Charter, to lie over before final adoption. 
 
COMMUNICATIONS FROM VISITORS 
 
Mayor Jones recognized Alex Berrara who discussed losing his job, feeling violated by the State, 
his civil rights, would like to get an ordinance passed to save his business and career, and barring 
that to abolish the Police.  He did not feel it was right to shut down a business for puritan reasons 
going off shaky law. 
 
COMMUNICATIONS 
 
City Manager Ken Larking noted the Council Retreat was Friday, March 13th at the new Economic 
Development office at Dan River Falls.  The retreat starts at 9:00 a.m. and tours were being 
offered of both the Economic Development Office and the Parks & Recreation Offices beginning 
at 8:00 a.m.  The retreat will be from 9:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m.  There were no communications from 
the Deputy City Manager, Assistant City Managers, City Attorney or City Clerk.   
 
Council Member Campbell noted last week was the first session of Stay in the Game for men’s 
health with a very good turnout and interest.  Rev Campbell noted he was glad to see Chris Joy 
in Chambers and the statistics from the Police Department enhance the quality of the City of 
Danville.  
 
Council Member Hood noted yesterday he accompanied School Board Vice Chair Kasey 
Cunningham to Activ8 STEM Academy to read to fifth graders.  While they were there Mellissa 
Berkley shared some information with him, noting 4th and 5th graders and Middle School 6th and 
7th graders placed first in the Reading Bowl which was sponsored by the Ruby Archie Library.  Mr. 
Hood noted the crime report was great and the City had a lot to be proud of. 
 
Council Member Marshall noted he wanted to recognize a friend in the General Assembly that 
passed away last week, who had ties to Danville.  He was involved in writing the legislation for 



March 3, 2026   

 

the casinos, represented the five delegates that were involved in getting the casinos and he 
negotiated on their behalf.  Delegate Barry Knight passed away after a battle with cancer. 
 
Council Member Mayo noted it good to see Gwyn Stone in Chambers, and stated he enjoyed 
reading to the second graders at Woodberry.  There were so many things happening in Danville 
including the new skateboard park and housing; Danville was growing.   
 
Council Member Saunders noted to Chief Wiles and his department, it was an excellent report 
tonight.  Mr. Saunders noted he was proud of the City, with so many good things happening and 
more things on the way.  Mr. Saunders noted his appreciation of the Council Members and working 
with them, and the Mayor’s leadership.  
 
Council Member Vogler stated he had a great time reading to the second graders at Forest Hills 
yesterday.  Mr. Vogler noted it was a great meeting tonight, with the excellent news from the Police 
Department, the discussions on different topics, and appreciated the citizens of the City.   
 
Vice Mayor Buckner noted Council chose three strategic goals to move the City forward, and the 
forty-year low in crime was amazing.  The City was growing and was in great financial condition 
due to the team the City Manager has surrounded himself with.  
 
Mayor Jones noted he enjoyed reading at Woodberry Hills, the students participated, did an 
outstanding job and thanked Dr. Hairston.  Mayor Jones noted his appreciation of Council 
Members Saunders’ Invocation and his message of Peace.   
 
MEETING ADJOURNED AT 8:23 P.M.   
 

APPROVED: 
 
 
                                                                         s/Alonzo L. Jones 
                        MAYOR 
 
ATTEST: 
 
 
 s/Susan M. DeMasi, CMC 
            CITY CLERK   
 
 


